[Effects of neurotensin on active and passive avoidance performance in rats with lesions of serotoninergic neurons].
After a lesion of serotoninergic neurons performed by administration of 5.7-dihydroxytriptamine into the dorsal raphe nucleus, effects of neurotensin microinjections into the substantia nigra on rat behavior were investigated. Serotoninergic lesions resulted in enhanced fear of rats manifested as an increase in the number of intersignal avoidance reactions and intensification of escape reactions. Neurotensin microinjections into the substantia nigra diminished the neurotoxin action thus increasing the adaptive character of defensive behavior of rats with deficit of functions of serotonin neurons.